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agrarian depression the Baltic provinces experienced in 1807-1816. The whole question was reopened almost at once, and after lengthy deliberations the law of May 23, 1816, conferred personal freedom upon the peasants of Estonia but deprived them of their allotments, which then became the unencumbered property of the noble landowners; thus there came into existence a class of tenant farmers who enjoyed property rights and whose relations with their former masters were regulated by voluntary agreements. The law, however, imposed restrictions on the peasants' freedom of movement and of settlement, curtailed the traditional rights of village self-government, and vested the noble landowners with comprehensive police powers. This legislation was extended to Courland (law of August 25, 1817) and to Livonia (law of March 26, 1819), and in the three Baltic provinces it altered the economic and legal status of some 416,000 male serfs. There is general agreement among historians that the emancipation of the Baltic peasants without land dealt a severe blow to small farming; its enforcement was accompanied by a fresh wave of agrarian disturbances. The advantages this type of emancipation presented, from the point of view of the serfowners, did not escape the dvoriane, and several projects submitted on their behalf proposed a similar solution for the Russian provinces. No action, however, was taken.
The perennial shortage of funds and the desire to maintain Russia's military might at a high level led Alexander to experiment with a novel type of army organization, the military colonies. The idea of military colonies was probably inspired by the practice of old Muscovy, where the holding of land allotments was conditional on the performance of military service; by the somewhat similar organization of the Cossacks; by the example of the Austrian military agricultural settlements in Transylvania; and by the plan for the organization of frontier forces advocated by the French general Sen/an de Gerbey, with which Alexander was familiar. Military colonies were first tried in Russia in 1810, when the entire population of a commune in the province of Mogilev was removed to make place for the soldiers of one of the regiments. The negative results of this 'experiment did not discourage Alexander, and in 1816, at the end of the Napoleonic wars, he launched a more ambitious program of military colonies. Under this plan the population of the districts designated as military colonies was no longer removed but was incorporated in the regiments assigned to these districts. The soldier farmers were to Iiv6 ifi model agricultural.settle-